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Similarly in education a steady rise in costs has involved a
shift in expenditure and control from the locality to the
province. Great disparities exist between the capacity of
different areas to meet the expenses of education, disparities
indeed greater than those between the provinces themselves.
Consequently there is a persistent pressure in the democracy
to have the deficiencies of one area corrected by the abund-
ance of another, and this attempt to equalize educational
opportunities means an enhanced provincial control and
responsibility.

Federalism is the most distinctive venture of Canadian
democracy and its most notable achievement.    Its successes
and virtues are manifest.    It has hitherto made possible
within a continental state marked by much diversity, the
presence of friendly rivals in political experiment, of autono-
mous areas responsible for the development of their own
resources and the maintenance of government in harmony
with their prevailing social   philosophies.    The  provinces
have been no less distinguished laboratories of separate legis-
lative experiments than the states of the American union, a
fact illustrated especially in hydro power policies,  social
services, education, municipal institutions, and labour law.
Legislation and administration are here readily adjusted to
peculiar regional circumstances and needs.    The legislative
ingenuity of one province is tested to the advantage of all, and
a wholesome emulation in political ideas is secured.    Local
discontents have a local vent.    Moreover federalism has
gone far to regulate effectively the dual stream of English
and French culture and to facilitate among heterogeneous
elements the growth of a common national consciousness,
although the day is doubtless remote when these diverse
elements will be completely merged in a single Canadian
nationality.   The success of this federal experiment has de-
pended filially upon a popular readiness to accept compromise,
to be patient with the expediencies of the moment, and to
trust in the perennial working of political persuasion whereby